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Uhle ;—Lewicon weyyptiaco—latinwm—Oxford 1775 in 4°; le manuscrit de 
cet ouvrage considérable a été revu par Scholtz, et annoté par Woide qui 
le fait paraitre au frais de l'Université d'Oxford. Chaque mot eopte est 
suivi de son équivalent en grec et en latin, mais sans autre explication 
(voy. Oriental und exeges. Biblioth. de Michaelis, t. I, p. 202, et suivi, et 
Recherches sur UHgypte par Quatreméve);—un grand nombre (articles 
dans les publications périodiques. Parmi les onvrages inédits de ce 
savant, il faut citer un Dictionnairo arménien qui lui avait coúté de 
longues reeherehes ; un Dictionnaire slavon. ct un Dictionnaire syriaque. 


M. N. en Nouv. Biographie générale, 1866. 


Note on the History of the Hast India Company Coinage 
from 1753-1835.—By Epcan THURSTON. 


When I was engaged in collecting material for my ‘ History of the 
Coinage of the Territories of the Hast India Company in the Indian 
Peninsula, and Catalogue of the coins in the Madras Museum,* the 
records of the Madras Mint were placed at my disposal by the Madras 
Government, and I expressed a hope that some one would cventnally 
explore the archives of the Calcutta and Bombay Mints with a view 
to clearing up many obscure points in the history of the coinage of the 
Company, which constitutcs a eomplicated branch of modern numis- 
matics. 

My head-quarters having, by the fortune of service, been tem- 
porarily transferred from Madras to Calcutta, the opportunity has been 
taken advantage of to examine the records of the Calcutta Mint; and 
facilities for carrying out the research im my spare moments were 
courteously given tome by Colonel Baird, F. R. S., Master of the Mint, 
to whom I have to express my great indebtedness. 

The Calcutta Mint Committec Proceedings which arc preserved in 
the Calcutta Mint, commence with the year 1792 (more than thirty years 
after the establishment of the Calcutta Mint), and are, with very few 
exceptions, continuous to 1835, where my investigations ceased, as the 
history of the Company’s coinage after that year, in which a gcneral 
British curreney was established, is no longer vciled in doubt and 
obscurity. 

Of the Calentta Mint Records from the establishment of the 
Mint in 1760 to 1792, I have been unable to find any trace, and this 
is tho more to be regretted, since the history of the eoinage during this 


* Madras Government Press, 1890. 
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period is beset with diffieulties, the problem being, as pointed out by 
Dr. Stanley Lane-Poole* to determine where the native eoinage ends and 
the Company’s begins. 


1753. In a despateh to the Court of Directors dated 12th Febru- 
ary, 1753, it is mentioned that “the utmost 
seerecy was necessary with reference to the 
establishment of a mint at Calcutta, as any attempt to effect an ar- 
rangement with the Nawab would be immediately overset by Juggut 
Sing.” A vakil was entrusted and consulted, who said that his master, 
Hackem Beg, had a son in great power at Delhi, who might be able 
to get a phirmaund from the king; but that this would be attended at 
least with the expense of 100,000 rupees, and that, on the arrival of 
the phirmaund at Cossimbazar, it would cost another 100,000 rupees 
to the mutsuddys and diwáns of the Nawab to put the phirmaund in 
force. 


Calcutta. 


1759-60. The establishment of a mint at Calcutta finally took 
place in 1759 or 1760, and the following is a translation of the par- 
wana: “To the noblest of merchants, the English Company, be the 
royal favour. ln Calcutta a mint is established. You shall coin gold 
and silver of equal value and fineness with the ashrafees and rupees of 
Murshidábád in the name of Calcutta. In the suburbs of Bangala, 
Bihár, and Orissa, they shall be current, and no person shall demand 
or insist upon a discount upon them. Dated the llth of the moon 
Zíbada in the 4th year.” 


1792. In 1792 a Committee was constituted in Calcutta by order 
of the Governor-General, Earl Cornwallis, for 
superintending the mints and enquiring into 
the general state of the eoinage in Bengal, Bihár, and Orissa. Among 
the instructions given to the Committee were :— , 

1. To enquire particularly into the cause of the little progress 
whieh had been made towards the establishment of the gencral eurrency 
of the sikka rupees. 

2. To ascertain the eauses of the batta or discount that had fre- 
quently been levied on the exchange of a gold mohar for silver. 

3. To report whether it would be advisable to declare the gold 
mohars, and the multiples thereof, legal tender of payment in the 
three provinces in all transactions, public and private, at the value at 
which they were then received and paid at the general treasury and in 
all private transaetions. 


Bengal. 


* Catalogue of coins of the Moghul Emperors, 1892. 
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4. To enquire into the state of the copper coinage. 

5. To state their sentiments on the practicability and expediency 
of eoining the gold mohars, rupees and pice, or either of those coins, 
with machinery of similar construction to that in use in the mints in 
Europe. 

On May 14th, 1792, the Mint Master informed the Committeo that 
he had received orders from the Governor- 
General to establish mints at Patna and Mur- 
shidabad, to facilitate the conversion of the various species of silver 
coins current in the several districts into sikka rupees. 

A new gold mohar and sikka rupee of the current coinage were 
laid before the Committee, who were of opinion that the size, shape, 
and impression of the molar were perfect, and equal, if not superior, 
to the newest English guinea, or any of the gold coins in Europe, the die 
being precisely the same size as the coin, which consequently bore the 
whole legend, the letters being cut flat, and the coin being dificult to 
drill without defacing it, owing to its being millcd and of proper thick- 
ness. With respeet to the rupee, the Committee considered that it was 
very defective both with regard to its size, thickness, and impression, 
which was struek with a die of twice the cireumferenee of the eoin, so 
that only a part of the impression appeared on the coin, The letters 
were considered to be too prominent, and liable to injury from common 
wear and filing, and the thickness of the coin and absenco of milling 
rendered it liable to be easily filed, bored, and defaced. The Committee, 
therefore, recommended that the rupee should be coined in every res- 
peet in the same mamner as the gold mohar. 

In the Calcutta Mint Committee’s Proceedings, 1792, the following 
historical sketch of the Benares mint (eon- 
cerning which great confusion exists) by Mr. 
Barlow, who had been deputed in 1787 to enquire into the trade and 
eoinage of Benares, is placed on record. 

A mint was first established at Benares in the 15th year of the 
reign of Muhammad Sháh (1734). The assay of the rupee was fixed 
at 22 ehauwals, but, by the connivance of the Superintendents of the 
mint, it was debased to 32 chauwals at different periods before the 30th 
and last year of the reign. 

During the first three years of the reign of Ahmad Sháh 
(1745-50) the mint was under the charge of Rájá Balwant Singh, who 
increased the duties on the eoinage by attaching the fees of the officers 
of the mint, and establishing new ones to the same amount. In the 
Ist year the assay was kept up to 22 ehauwals, but in the 2nd and 3rd 
years the Raja farmed the mint to one Nandrám who, to increase his 


Patna, Murshidabad. 


Benares. 


1893.] E. Tlurston— History of the Hast India Oompany Coinage. 55 


receipts, debased the coin to 24 and 32 chauwals. The mint records 
were burnt by Balwant Singh, and no records were kept in the mint 
until the 17th year of the reign of Shah "Alam (1776). The farmers 
varried away their books in order to conceal the profits they reaped 
from debasing the coins. The system of farming out the mints, first 
adopted by Ratan Chand, Diwan to Farrukhsiyar, at length intro- 
duced the eustom of changing the value of the rupee every year. 
Those who had payments to make were consequently obliged to carry 
their old rupees to the mint to have them re-coined into sikkas, the 
name given to the rupees of the current year. Previous to the 10th year 
of the reign of Shih "Alam (1769), the new coined sikka rupee, after 
circulating twelve months, fell 3 per cent., and at the expiration of two 
years 2 per cent. more, at which value it continued under the denomi- 
nation ‘sanwat.’? On the 6th August, 1771, this usage was abolished 
by the British Government, who resolved that the sikkas coined in the 
10th year of the reign should be considered as sanwats, and that those 
coined iu the llth and all subsequent years should pass in payment at 
the same value as the sikkas of the current year. 

From the beginning of the 4th to the end of the 6th and last year 
(1754) of Ahmad Shab the mint was under the charge of Agha Asad 
Beg, Kiladár or Governor of the Fort of Chunar. The assay of the 
rupees was from 26 to 32 chauwals. 

At the commenccment of the reign of ’Alamgfr II (1754) the mint 
fell to the Vizier Shuja’ud-daulah. During the lst and 2nd years 
the assay of the rupecs was from 26 to 28 chauwals. In the 3rd year 
Shuja’ud-daulah made over the mint to his brother-in-law, Mirza ’Ali 
Khan, who farmed it to Subhaw Chand. The assay of the rupees was 
from 24 to 32 chauwals. In the 4th year the mint was farmed to the 
agent of an eminent Benares banker, and the rupees were debased to 
64 chauwals and, for the first time, half a ratí in weight. Raji Balwant 
Singh refused to receive them into his treasury. In the 5th year the 
rupees were raised to their proper weight of 9 máshiás, 7 ratís (or 632 
chauwals), but continued at the debased standard of 40 and 48 chauwals. 
In the 6th and last year of the reign the rupees were debased to 100 


. 535 , 95 as : 
chauwals assay (1. e. 630 silver and 630 alloy) and half a rati in weight. 


In the Ist year of the reign of Shah ’Alam, Shujé’ud-daulah ap- 
pointed a person on his own part to superintend the coinage, and 
the rupee was restored to its former weight, (9m. 7r.) and to 26 chauwals 
assay. During the 2nd to Sth years the assay remained at 40 chauwals. 
In the latter year (1767) Shujá'ud-daulah, at the recommendation of 
Lord Clive, resolved to reform the coin. The Bendres mint was, ac- 
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cordingly, committed to the care of Mirzi Hasan, who engaged to 
restore the rupces to their proper weight and standard. A Delhi rupee 
of the 18th year of Muhammad Shah was sent as a sample for the new 
coinage, This rupee was 22 chauwals fine, but, being worn, had lost 2 
chauwals in weight. The new rupees were, in consequence, 2 chauwals 
deficient, aud from that time the Benares rupecs continued at 9m. 6r. 
6 ch., being 2 chauwals less than the origiual weight of 9m. 7r. Ju the 
9th year the mint was farmed to Monsieur Gentille, the Freuch Agent 
at Shuja’ud-daulah’s court, and the same assay (22 chanwals) was con- 
tinued uutil the 15th year (1774). A considerable portion of the rupees 
issucd in the 16th year contained only 53 oz. of silver, to 103 oz. of 
copper. 

In the 17th year of the reign of Shah ’Alam (1776) the mint 
was transferred by the Company to Chait Singh, who engaged to coin 
rupees of 9m. 9r. 6 ch., weight and 18 chauwals fine, and to continuc 
the die of the 17th san, in order to put an cnd to the confusion in the 
currency occasioned by the constant alteration of the value of the coin. 
“ All rupees, therefore,” the Records state, “coincd in the Benares 
mint since the 17th year of the present reign, ought to be of the same 
weight and standard, and to pass curreut as sikkas* of the present 
year. The rupees current in the district of Beuares may, therefore, 
be classed as sanwát and sikka, the former coimcd under the Mughal 
Princes, and the latter since the 17th year of the reign of Shah ’Alam, 
when the mint was ceded to the Company by the Vizier, and by them 
transferred to Chait Singh.” 

The following table gives information as to the assays, weights, 
and names of the rupecs coincd at the Benares mint from its establish- 
ment to 1782 :— 


* Proyious to the time of Farrukhsiyar all rupees eoined under the reigning 
king wero considered as sikkas, and passed at their original value during his life. 
At tho aeeession of a new king, the rupees of the former reign were subject to a 
batta, and were not reeeived into the royal treasury. 
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The fact is incidentally mentioned that, when the Sháhzádá (Sháh 
’ Alam) invaded Bihar, the mint accompanicd him, and a large quantity 
of Benares rupees were melted down and coined into ‘rikabees’ (rikdb, 
a stirrup) which were lr. 2ch. deficient in weight, and of 64 chauwals 
assay, but were madc to pass in the camp as sikkas of the established 
weight and finencss. Itis also noted that two lacs of rupees were 
annually melted down for the manufacture of the laces and rich stuffs 
for which Benares was celebrated. 

From Mr. Barlow’s sketch the following account of the coinage of 
copper has been derived. 

The pice current in the city and district of Benares previous to 
the establishment of the mint, were mostly coincd at Gorakhpur in 
Oudh from copper brought from the northern hills. The first coinage 
of pice at Benares was in the 23rd year of the rcign of Muhammad 
Shah (1742), when 100 maunds weight were struck with the dic of the 
sikka rupee. From that period till the 4th year of the reign of Shah 
"Alam (1762), no pice were coined in the Benares mint. In the 5th 
year the farmer of the mint purchased some English copper, and coincd 
it into pice of 10 máshás stamped with the die of Gorakhpur. The 
number exchanged for a rupee was 45 to 48, The coinage of pice was 
again discontinued until the 17th year (1776), when it was re-established 
by permission of Raja Chait Singh. The new pice were 10m. 3r. in 
weight, and passed current at about 50 or 51 to the rupee. In the 
following year a quantity of copper was brought to Benares from 
Caleutta, and the coining of pice and exclusive privilege of buying and 
selling copper in Benares granted to one Káshmirú Mall for Rs. 5,000. 
The weight of the coins continued to be 10m. 3r. and they passed in 
the bazár at about 52 or 53 per rupee. In the 19th and 20th years 
the coinage was declared free, and those who brought copper reccived 
pice in return, after paying duties. In the 21st year (1779) a consider- 
ablo revolution took place in the copper coinage. The Nawab Vizier 
issued orders to the officers of the Alláhábád mint to reduce the weight 
of the pice to 9m. 2r. The merchants, finding that thcir maund of 
copper yielded 3,650 pice at Allahabad and only 3,250 at Benares, 
earried all their copper to the former place. The coinage of pice was, 
consequently, at a stand still, only 29 maunds being coined during the 
year. Large quantities ot the new Alláhábad pice were brought by 
merchants to Benares. Raja Chait Singh at first refused to authorise 
their currency, but at length gave his consent, and the Alláhábád pice 
of 9m. 3r. were declared current, and ordered to be received in payment 
in common with the old pice of 10m. 3r. The result was that the 
bankers contrived to lower the value of the pice altogether, and wero 
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assisted in so doing by large importations from Allahabad. In the 
22nd year Rájá Chait Singh ordered piee to be eoined of the same size 
and weight as the Allahabad piee, and this contributed greatly to over- 
stoeking the eireulation. In the 23rd and 24th years, after the expul- 
sion of Chait Singh, the same weight (9m. 2r.) was eontinued, and the 
priee of piee eontinued to fall until the famine in the next year, when 
they sold at thirteen for a rupee. In the 27th year the Resident at 
Benares ordered that no piee should be issued from the mint under 
10m. 3r. and that Gorakhpur piee, weighing 10m. to 10m. 3r. and 
Benares piee, weighing 10m. 3r. should pass at the same value. The 
price immediately rose to 58 per rupee. In the 28th year (1787), when 
it was supposed that sufficient new piee had been eoined for the city 
of Benares, the Gorakhpur piee were forbidden, and only the new 
Benares piee stamped with a trisúl (trident), and weighing from 10m. 
to 10m. 3r. and the Gorakhpur pice, re-stamped and not under 10m. in 
weight, were deelared eurrent. 

As regards the gold eoinage at the Benares mint, it is stated that 
the gold was assayed there by touch on a speeies of the salgrám* stone 
so eelebrated in the S$ástras of the Hindus. Upon eomparing the 
Caleutta with the Benares gold mohars, it was found (1787) that the 
former was about Rs. 2-1-6 better than the latter, 2. e., R. 1-14-9 in 
weight and As 2-9 in assay. It was suggested, therefore, that the 
Benares mohar should be raised to the same weight and standard as 
the Caleutta mohar. 

1792. On June 26, 1792, the following regulations were submitted, 
among others, for the consideration of the 
Governor General :— 

I. That the rupees coined throughout 
Bengal, Bihar,f and the district of Benares, be of the same weight, 
standard, size and impression (the rupce of tho 19th san then coined 
at Caleutta). 

Il. That the mints of Dacca, Patna and Murshidabad be re- 
established. 

III. That onc speeies of copper coin be declared current through- 
out the Company’s dominions. 

In August, 1792, it was notificd that directions had already been 
given by the Governor General for the re-establishment of the mints 
at Daeea, Patna, and Murshidábád; and in the same month, the follow- 


Dacea, Patna, Mur- 
shidabad. 


* Sálagráma stones aro fossil ammonites, which, as worshippod by the Hindus, 
aro commonly perforated by holos believed to have boon mado by Vishnu. 

+ I havo, for convenience, adopted a uniform spelling of tho namos, of places, 
e. g, Bihdy and Murshidábád instead of Behar and Moorshedabad, 
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ing propositions were, among others, made by the Calentta mint Com- 
mittee, with a view to drawing the old and light coins into the mints, 
and establishing the general currency of the sikka rupee :— 

I. That after April 10th, 1794, only the san 19 sikka rupees be 
received at the public treasuries, or issued therefrom ; 

II. That public notice be given that Government, with a view 
to enabling individuals to get their old coin or bullion converted into 
sikka rupees without delay, have established mints at Dacca, Patna 
and Murshidábád in addition to the mint at Calentta ; 

III. That the rupees coined at Dacca, Patna and Murshidábád, 
be made precisely of the same shape, weight and standard as the 
19 san sikka rupees coined at Calcutta, in order that the rupees struck 
at the scveral mints might not be recognisable from each other, and 
might be received and paid indiscriminately ; 

IV. That the dies be made of the same size as the coin, and that 
the coins be milled ; 

V. That the hijrah year be omitted, as the insertion of it, by 
showing the year in which the rupees were struck, would defeat the 
object of Government in continuing the 19th san upon the coins. 

The earliest weekly account of the new Dacca mint which I have 
been able to find, is dated 11th August, 1792, 
on which day tho Assay Master also submitted 
to the Calcutta Mint Committee the accounts of the preceding three 
months, and promised in future to forward a weekly account. 

On 23rd October, 1792, the Assay Master of the Murshidábád mint 
reported that he was erecting workshops, etc., 
at the Dutch Factory, and hoped to begin coin- 
ing by the end of the following week. The opening of the mint was 
announced to the Governor General in a letter dated December, 
1792. 

1793." On 24th February, 1793, the Assay Master of the Patna 
mint announced to the Calcutta Mint Committee 
that everything would be ready by the end of 
the month for the coining of five lacs monthly. 

In 1793 a regulation* was passed, by which the gold and silver 
coin in Bengal, Bihár, and Orissa was reformed, 
and the currency of any gold or silver coin in 
these provinces, but the 19th san gold mohar and 19th san sikka rupee, 
and their respective divisions into halves and quarters, was prohibited. 


Dacca. 


Murshidabad. 


Patna. 


Bengal. 


* Seo Prinsep, Indian Antiquities, and Thurston, History of the Coinage of the . 
East India Company, 
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1795, Ina minute dated 2nd October, 1795, the defective state 
of the copper coinage in Bengal was dealt with, 
and the principles upon which the eopper curreney 
was regulated under Native administration, and the rules that had 
been preseribed regarding it by the British Government were noted. 
“Under the Mogul administration,” the minute states, “the silver coin 
was the only measure of value and legal tender of payments. Gold 
mohurs and pieo werc struek at the mints for the convenience of indi- 
viduals, who earried gold or copper to be eonverted into those coins. 
But the Government never fixed the number of pice which should be 
equivalent to a rupec, any more than the number of rupees which should 
pass in exchange for a gold mohur. From the year 1772, when 
the mints at Dacca, Patna, and Murshidábád were withdrawn, no pice 
were coined in the Provinces until 1783, when a contract was concluded 
with Mr, Prinsep for coining pice on account of the Government. These 
pice were of four descriptions, viz., whole or pucka, weighing 20 annas, 
half pice, quarters and eighths. These pice were issued by the Govern- 
ment at the rate of 32 pucka picc, 64 half, 128 quarter piee, aud 256 
eighth piee for the sikka rupee.” 

At a council, over which Sir John Shore, Governor General, pre- 
sided, held on 2nd October, 1795, it was considered expcdient that there 
should only be two descriptions of copper coin, a whole and half pice, 
to pass at the value of a.quarter and an eighth of an anna respectively. 
It was, aceordingly, resolved that a Regulation should be framed, and 
published for the establishment of a new eopper coinage* for Bengal 
Bihar, and Orissa. Among the provisions of this Regulation were :— 

I. That people in all parts of the country be apprised of the value 
at which the coin was issued by Government, and to be received and 
paid by the public and individuals ; 

Il. That the value be inscribed on one surface in Persian, Bangáli 
and Nagari—the characters used in business in the Provinces; 

TII. That the coin be declared legal tender of paymeut for frae- 
tions of half a rupee; 

IV. That the coin be struck at the Calcutta mint, and not at the 
thrce City mints. 

The Governor General approved of samples of the new pice and 
half pice in November, 1795, and orders were issued to coin an equal 
value of the two coins, until it was ascertained which was likely to be 
in the greatest demand. A week later, however, the Governor General, 
understanding that the relative values of the whole and half pice would 


Bengal. 


* The existing pieco was known as the Calentta, or Prinsep’s pice, 
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be best understood by the Natives, especially the lower orders, by 
substituting “ek pai sikká” and “adha pai sikka” for “paun And and 
wena (the inscriptions originally ordered) resolved that instructions for 
altering the inscriptions be issued to the Mint Master. 

Towards the end of 1795 trouble was eaused by the debased 
quality of the gold mohars issued from the 
Dacca, Patna, and Murshidábád mints, and by 
the rupees issued from the Patna and Murshid- 
ábád mints being below sikka standard. It was, after enquiry into the 
matter, resolved that the coinage of gold at the Patna mint should be 
for the time discontinued, and that, for the present, no more coins 
should be struck at the Murshidábád mint. In the course of tho cor- 
respondence relating to the debased coinage, reference is made to the 
distinguishing marks of the three mints, but, for precaution’s sake, 
the nature of these private marks (recognisable with a lens) is not 
mentioned. 

1796. In February, 1796, it was resolved that all the gold bullion 
sent to the Calcutta mint should, until further 
orders, be coined into quarter mohars, inasmuch 
as these coins were in much greater request among the lower orders 
than the gold coins of higher value. 

In April 1796, in consequence of a report from the Mint Master, 
that considerable loss would be sustained annually if Government 
adhered to their original intention of coining the whole pice at 16 
annas and the half pice at 8 annas sikka weight, Government was 
reduced to the alternative of relinquishing the establishment of the 
new copper coinage altogether, or reducing its value. It was accord- 
ingly resolved that the coining of whole pice of 12 annas and half pice 
of 6 annas sikka weight, be commenced immediatcly. The Mint 
Master, however, reported that dies could not be made for pice of 
smaller diameter than those then in use, as there would not bo a 
sufficient body of metal to yield a bold impression. It was thereupon 
ordered that, in the event of its appearing impractieable to insert the 
whole of the inscription, the Persian portion should be omitted instcad 
of the Nagari as suggested by the Mint. 

1797. The coinage of money at the Dacca and Patna mints ceased 

on 3lst January 1797, and December 31st 
aro ae a 1796, respectively. The date of the closing 

of the Murshidibid mint I have not been able 
to find, but the records of 1799 make reference to “ assaying materials 
which may be deposited in the late mint at that station, and to the 
best means of disposing of the building which was formerly used for 
a mint at Murshidábád.” 


Dacca, Patna, Mur- 
shidábád. 


Bengal. 
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1800. In a letter dated 12th December, 1800, on the subjeet of 
the irregularities at the Benares mint, the 
Colleetor of that city suggested the advisabi- 
lity of a European bcing placed in charge of the mint, and of having 
rupees coined there of the same standard as the Bihár sikka rupecs. 

1501. ln April 1801, a Committee was appointed to enquire into the 
state of the Benares mint, aud report on the 
expediency of continuing it. From the Com- 
mittee’s report it appcars that, since the abolition of the Residency, the 
mint had been left without the superintendence of a European official, 
and that the same species of gold, silver, and copper coins continued 
to be struck as at the time when Mr. Barlow reported on the mint (p. 54). 
Ta recommending a continuation of the mint, the Committee stated that 

‘a connexion has always subsisted between tho mint and the manufae- 
turers of gold and silver wire and thread, and the weavers of rich 
eloths and embroiderics made at Benares, on which the prosperity 
of the trade in these artieles appears so much to depend that, in the 
event of the abolition of the mint, the manufacturers might require 
some similar establishment to supply its place.” In revicwing the 
report of the Committee, the Governor-General did not think it advi- 
sable either to abolish the mint, or to alter the mode in which the 
coinage had been hitherto eonducted, but ordered that the Agent of the 
Governor-General, the Magistrate of the city, and the Collector of the 
Province of Benares be constituted a permanent Committee for the 
superintendenee and control of the mint. 

1802. In 1802 letters were received from Madras and Bombay, 
from which it appeared very necessary that a 
general reform of thcir coinage should be 
carried out, and greater uniformity introduced, so as to relieve the 
public and individuals from the inconvenienee arising from go great 
a variety of coins, and from so frequeut fluctuations in their values. The 
following plan of a new coinage was submitted by the Calcutta Mint :— 

I. That the gold and silver coins of Madras, Bombay, and the 
Ceded Districts, be of the same standard and weight ; 

If. That the gold mohar (gold rupee) weigh 180 grains troy, and 
contain 168 grains of gold and 12 grains of alloy: 

III. That the silver rupee weigh 186 grains troy, and contain 
173 grains of silver and 13 grains of alloy; 

IV. That fourteen ee be equal to, and pass for the gold 
mohur. 

V. That the mohar and rupee of Bombay be divided into halves, 
quarters, and cighths (which last could be milled and stamped without 
trouble) ; 


Benares. 


Benares. 


Bombay, Madras. 


64 E. Thurston— History of the Hast India Company Coinage. [No. 1, 


VI. That the Madras quarter mohar pass for 42 silver fánams, 
and the Madras rupee for 12 fanams. 

In this proposed coinage the quarter gold mohar was of the same 
intrinsic value as the Madras star pagoda, but the rupce was nearly 
4 per cent. better than the Madras Arkét rupee. The proposed new 
rupee was more than 5 per cent. better than the Bombay rupce, which 
had been adopted from the Surat Mint. 

In a letter dated July, 1803, stating that the Governor-General 
had it in contemplation to establish a coinage 
of the same weight and standard throughout 
the provinces ceded to the Company by the Nawab Vizier, it was 
announced that a Committee had been appointed for the superintendence 
of the mints stablished at Baraili and Allahabad, which were to report 
to Government their suggestions for the improvement of the coinage 
in the ceded provinces. I have not becn able to ascertain how long the 
coinage of the Allahabad mint continued, but reference is made in 
December, 1805, to “base coin issued from the mint at Alláhábád a 
short time previously to the coinage at that place.” 

1803. In May, 1803, the Collector of Gorakhpur stated that 
“it is the opinion of some sensible shroffs that, 
in the course of the ensuing year, it may be 
advisable to establish a mint at the town of Gorakhpur. In this case 
itis my opinion that the Lucknow sikka rupce of the 28th san should 
be gradually introduced as the standard currency of Gorakhpur. On 
the other hand, the shrofis would greatly prefer the Gorakhpur rupee 
because of the advantages always derived from the fluctuation of batta 
on rupees of different standards.” 

By Regulation XLV, 1803, it was enacted 
that :— 

(Sect. IL.) A silver coin, to be denominated the Lucknow sikka 
rupee of the 45th san, struck in the mint of Farrukhábád, corresponding 
in weight and standard with the sikka rupee at present struck at 
Lucknow, in the dominions of the Nawáb Vizier, and thence denomin- 
ated the Lucknow rupee, is hereby declared to be the established and 
legal silver coin in the provinces ceded by the Nawab Vizier to tho 
English Hast India Company. 

(Sect. IV.) A mint shall be established at, or in the immediate 
vicinity of Farrukhábád, in which Lucknow rupees of the 45th san, 
and of the prescribed weight and standard, and half and quarter rupees 
of the same standard and proportionate weight, will be coincd, 

(Sect. V.) The Lucknow 45th san sikka rupee, as established 
by this regulation, shall be of the same size and form as the 19th san 


Baraili, Allahabad. 


Gorakhpur. 


Farrukhábád. 
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sikka rupee struck in the mint at Calcutta, and shall bear the following 
impression :— 


Obverse. Reverse. 


dpc’? (Orr) cl 84 esilo Lahaye 
BBL ple wld ad Sule | Cagle 120 diw 
RS RO y 9} Bo LT E o 


(Sect. VI.) The half and quarter rupec shall be proportionately 
less than the rupee, and bear the same impression as the rupeo. 

(Sect. XIL) The Mint Master at Calcutta shall cause a private 
mark to be put onall dies which may be prepared forthe mint at 
Farrukhábád, but in such a manner as not to be distinguished by tho 
naked eye, or by persons unacquainted with it. 

1804. In 1804 the Commissioner of Cuttack pointed out that 

great inconvenience was experienced in the 

gura k Province of Cuttack from the want of a cur- 

rent coin of small value, especially for tho use of the troops, and 

pilgrims resorting to the temple of Jagannáth, and proposed that the 

coin should bear on one face the figure of Jagannath, and on the other 

the value of the coiu in Persian and Uriya, and the date. This coin 
was never struck. 

In this year the Assay Master of the Benares mint expressed a 

wish that “a coining, milling, and laminating 
Henares, machine may be sent up to Bonares to enable 
me to ascertain by experiments what advantage there might bein 
introducing the mode at present used in Calcutta, or in continuing the 
native method of coining with the hammer only, though the whole 
figure of the die is not impressed on the rupees that arc made in any 
of the native mints. The Riwd rupees, though of inferior value, 
have toan inexperienced person very much the aspect of Benares 
rupees, and*are sometimes passed as such.” 

The Mint Committees in the Ceded Provinces (Baraili and 

E Alláhábád) were called on, in 1804, to report 
Bored their views as to the introduction of a new 
Ananabad copper coinage. The Alláhábád Committee 

recommended that a new copper coinage should be issued, bearing the 
same impression as the Lucknow rupees struck at AHáhábád. “There 
aro,” the Committee stated, “two kinds of copper coinage in currency. 


* The above is quoted from the text of the Regulation. Mr. Rodgers (J. A. S, B., 
Vol. LVII, Part I for 1888) gives a slightly different version. Hp. 
dle. i 0 
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The average exehange of the first is two to an anna, and of the second 
four to an anna, We recommend that, for the present, the new eoinage 
be limited to the first sort.” 

In their report the Baraili Committee gave the following details 
concerning the history of the eopper eoinage 
at that mint. “At Baraili no eopper coinage 
was known until about sixteen years ago, when it was introdueed by 
Mahdi Alí Khan, the ámil, who eoined piee ealled shamsher shahi 
from their having the figure of a sword stamped upon them. They 
were generally eoined out of old pice or copper utensils. This eoinage 
continued two years, after whieh the same ámil substituted another 
species of pice ealled machhlidars from their having the figure of 
a fish stamped upon them. A few years after an improved eoinage was 
introdueed by the then ámil of Rohilkhand, whose piee were termed 
katár from their being stamped with a dagger. After that, when 
Mahdi "Alí Khan became ámil for the seeond time in 1205 (1790), 
though the name and appearance remained the same, the weight was 
reduced from 18 10 17 and even 16 máshás. In this diminished state 
the coinage of the kafár sháhís eontinued until the cession of the 
provinees to the Company in November, 1801. They are still eurrent in 
the southern and eastern parts of Rohilkhand, but never obtained 
eireulation equal to that of the najib khánís, whieh are eurrent at 
Rampur.” 

The opinion expressed by the Committee was that there were no 
special circumstances of a local nature which urgently demanded the 
introduetion of a copper coinage, but that it appeared advisable, on 
general principles, to introduco a sort of pice which would be intrin- 
sically valuable from its purity, and diffieult of imitation, and whieh 
should bear the same proportion to the local silver curreney whieh tho 
pice in the Lower Provinces bore to the Caleutta sikka rupees. 

It appears from a report by Mr. Seton that the system of farming 
the Barailí mint was abolished in 1802. No alteration was introdueed 
into the standard of the rupee, except that, to mark the period at whieh 
the ehange of system took place, the Persian letter ¢ (the first letter of 
the late Súbal Hussain ’Ali Khan) was discontinued, and » (W) substi- 
tuted in compliment to the Lientenant-Governor. 

1805. In February 1805, the authorities of the Farrukhabad mint 
reeommended the coinage of milled in plaee 
of hammered money as a measure tending to 
correet several existing abuses and imperfections. ln July a letter 
from Government stated that “The Governor General in Couneil has 
determined on the immediate introduction of a new silver coin into 


Baraili. 


Farrukhábád. 
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the provinces ecded by the Nawab Vizicr to the English East India 
Company, and into the conquered Provinces of the Nawab and on the 
right bank of the river Jumna, including the Zillah of Bundelkhand, to 
be denominated the Lucknow sikka rupee of the 45th san, struck 
at Farrukhabad, corresponding in weight and standard with the sikka 
rupec at present struck at Lucknow in the dominions of the Nawab 
Vizier; and has itin contemplation to establish a new copper coin in 
the provinces above-mentioned, of an uniform weight, to consist of pure 
copper.” 
1806. In 1806 the Mint Master at Benares, in a report on the 
copper currency of the Benares Province, stat- 
LNA ed that “ there is no regulation for the weight, 
size, or impression of pice that can be the least check on any person 
making them privately without fcar of detection. A great part of the 
pice now in circulation have been made in Oudh, the Riwa Raja’s 
country, and other places, and smuggled into circulation.” He, accord- 
ingly, suggested for the consideration of Government a new copper 
coinage (of which specimens were forwarded) to consist of :— 


Number to the Weight: Grains| Diameter, 
VALUE. 


rupee. troy. Inches. 
Double Pice. Ace 32 ZO S l; 
Single  ,, mee 64 120 1 
Half 9 ma - 128 60 2 
Quarter ,, Me 256 30 10 


“Tf,” the Mint Master wrote, “the machinery of the Caleutta mint 
could be used in laminating the derabs, it would greatly reduce the 
expense of making the picc, but I would by no means advise the 
impression being stamped in Calcutta, as the prejudices of the Natives 
in Benares should be conceded to.” 

In a letter dated 10th December, 1806, the Governor General, in 
forwarding a letter from the Court of Directors 
concerning a plan for one general coinage for 
the Company’s possession, expressed his opinion that the coins should 
be struck in the name of the king of Delhi, and not of the Company 
with their arms, as proposed by the Court. In the letter referred to, 
of which the following is a précis, the Court of Directors wrote as 


General. 
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follows':—“ We think the Earl of Liverpool* has established the prin- 
ciple that “the money or eoin which is to be the principal measure 
of property, ought to be of one metal only.” In applying the argu- 
ment toa coin for general usc in India, there eannot be any doubt, 
in our opinion, that sueh coinage must be of silver. The standard 
weight of the silver eoins issued from the mints of our several Presi- 
deneies we find to be as follows :— 


Caleutta sikka rupeo. Troy grs. soo | WBE 
Madras Areot T D Mise avo GS, 
Bombay on De as ZO: 


“We think it would answer a good purposo to fix the gross weight 
in wholo numbers, and should prefer tho weight of 180 grs. troy. Tho 
British standard for gold eoin is 7, alloy and 4 fine. Thero is no 
doubt that 25 alloy of eopper would be equally proper for silver coin, 
and we aro of opinion that this proportion should be adopted, in which 
caso the new rupees would have 165 grains of fine silver and 15 grains 
of alloy. Should the new rupee be ultimately adopted, there may bo 
coined also :— 


Half rupee weighing troy grs. uu noo DO, 
Quarter ,, i She as aan ante wo, 
Anna ” ” ” ” aes eee ¡alo 


“ A copper eoinage should also be determined on for general circul- 
ation, and it is our opinion that it should eonsist of 6 pice or half anna, 
3 piee or quarter anna, and 1 pico pieces. 

“We are desirous of establishing a gold eoin on a principle fitted 
for general use. This coin should, in our opinion, be called a gold 
rupee, and be made of the same standard as the silver rupee, viz., 180 
grains gross weight and 165 grains fine, and be divided into halves and 
quarters. The quarter gold rupee appears well fitted to supply the 
place of the Madras star pagoda in the payment of the Madras army. 

«We have thought the adoption of a new coinage for British India 
a fit opportunity for giving a new impression to our curreney, and the 
most appropriate, in our esteem, is the Company’s arms with an ins- 
cription “English East India Company,” as also the denomination and 
value of the coin with the year of coinage, and for the reverse a 
Persian inscription expressing the Euglish one on the obverse with the 
date of coinage and value and denomination of the coin. If the smaller 
gold and silver eoins (perhaps all below the half rupee) do not present 
surface sufficient for a clear impression, it would be proper to substi- 
tute for the Company’s arms the Company’s erest, the inseriptions to 
remain alike in all.” 


* Letter to the King on the coins of tho realm, 
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1807. A letter from the Mint Master at Farrukhabad dated 24th 
October, 1807, asks for new milling dies for 
rupees, and states that the miut had not yet 
been furnished with dies for the half and quarter rupees, the expe- 
deney of introducing which had been suggested by the Mint Committee. 
In this year, and early in 1808, proclamatious were issued by 
Madras. the Government of Madras respecting a oe) 
coinage for the Madras Presidency, of which 

the following is a résumé. 


Farrukhábád. 


A SILVER COINAGE. 

“« All the silver coins of the Presidency coined at the Madras mint 
shall be coined direct from dollars when imported, and be of dollar 
fineness. 

“ The double rupee will contain double the quantity, the half rupee 
half the quantity, and the quarter rupee a quarter of the pure silver 
which the rupee contains. 

“ There are also coined and issucd the following small coins :— 

Five fanams, on which is inscribed their denominatiou in English, 
Persian, Gentoo (Telugu), and Malabar (Malayálam). 


Thrce* ” ” ” ” ” 
A 

Two ” ” ” » ” 

Siugle ” ” ” ” ” 


B. Copper COINAGE. 
“The Governor General in Council has been pleased to issue a new 
coinage of the following numbers, values, ete. 


Double Dubs. +: we 24 to the rupee. 
Single » ... 48 3) 9 ” 
Half F a 96 »» b» 
Quarter , ... 192 » o» » 


“In case the above coins are issued at the Presideney, ete., they 
are to measure with the star pagodas :— 
84 double dubs to one pagoda. 
168 single py 100 ” 
336 half E ET ” 
OUA quarter 
“ There are also issued the following coins with their denomination 
inscribed on them in Euglish, Persian, Gentoo, and Malabar:—40 cash, 
20 cash, 10 cash, 5 cash.” 


* The five fánam pieces are now very scarce. Double and single fánams are 
fairly common. The threo fánam picces I have never gcen, and have met with no 
other roforence to them. I am inclined to think that the mention of them is a 
mistake. 
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In this Proclamation, which is dated 22nd August, 1807, itis 
stated that “the Governor in Council has also deemed it expedient to 
issue a silver coinage of half and quarter pagodas of dollar fineness.” 

This Proclamation was repeated on 28th November, 1807, with the 
addition of a 24 cash piece as being “ also issued.” 


C. Gotp COINAGE. 


“The Governor in Council, having deemed it necessary to establish 
a new gold currency, has resolved to coin a gold pagoda of 22 carats 
fine, and a double pagoda of the same fineness, with English, Persian, 
Gentoo, and Malabar inscriptions.” 

In August, 1807, the mint master at Benares received a letter 
from Calcutta respecting a new copper coinage 
for the province of Benarcs, which was to be 
prepared inthe Calcutta mint. This coinage should, it was thought, 
consist of :— 


Benares. 


Number toa Calcutta sikka 


rupee. weight. 
Double pice ... 600 ... 32 1-1-6 
Single ,, fad 80 noo 64 0-8-9 
alte: dot a6 LaS 0-4-43 


1809. By Regulation X, 1809, the Calcutta mint was directed to 
coin pice for the provinco of Benares, valued. 
at 64 per rupee. 

1810. Ina letter dated 11th September, 1810, reference is made 

to “London made copper coins at Fort St. 

Madras. George, of which there is stated to be 80,000 

pagodas in store, and which cannot be brought into cireulation at that 

Presidency. We are of opinion that the 20 cash picces might be circu- 

lated here at the value of one and a half of the Bengal pice, and that, 

in the present scarcity of copper, it would be advisable to send the 
whole of them to Bengal. 

1811. A letter dated 16th September, 1811, states that “ Govern- 
ment having beeu pleased to determine that 
no change shall be made in the local curreney 
of the province of Benares, but that it shall be recognised as the legal 
currency of that portion of the Company’s territories, we entirely 
concur as to the expediency of placing the mint of that province under 
the immediate control of the Supreme Government, and of assimila- 
ting it in overy respect to the mints of Calcutta and Farrukhábád, by 
which means the coin which may hereafter be struck in the Benares 
mint will be much improved in point of fabrication and appearance. 


Benares. 


Benares. 
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The same letter states that “the quantity of gold whieh has been 
coined in the Beuares mint sinee 1782 only amounted to 121,949 mohars 
or about 1,768,260 rupees, whilst, duriug the same period, the silver 
eoiuage has amounted to rupees 51,631,000, and it is accordingly 
proposed by the Board of Commissiouers that the Benares mint shall 
not be open for the eoinage of gold bullion in future.” 

A Regulation for the future management of the Benares mint, (the 
date* of whieh is not given in the reeords), 
has, among its clauses, the following :— 

Preamble. Whereas it has been deemed advisable to continue the 
mint at Benares, and to assimilate the internal management of it to 
the rules already in foree in the Miuts of Caleutta and Farrukhábád, 
the following rules have been enacted to be in foree from their pro- 
mulgation :— 

I. Tho silver coin now eurrent in the Benares province under the 
denomination of the machhlídár rupee, commonly ealled the Benares 
rupee, shall continue to be the established coiu of the province, and 
shall be reeeived as such in all publie and private transactions. 

II. The Benares rupee is to continue of the following weight, and 
half and quarter rupees are to bo eoiued of the same standard and 
proportionate weight :— 

Troy grains ar 000 .. 175 
Pure silver oD 290 e. 168°875 
¿MO caa T 000 500 6:125 

III. The Benares rupee shall hereafter be struek of the same size 
and form as the 19th san rupee struek in the mint of Caleutta, and 
shall bear the same impression as is now in use; 

IV. The half and quarter rupee shall be proportionately less than 
the rupee, and shall have the same impression as the rupee; 

V, The edges shall be milled, and the dies (to be eutin the 
Caleutta mint) shall be made of the same size as the coin, so that the 
whole impression may appear; 

VI. The mint master at Caleutta shall cause a privato mark to 
to be put upon ail the dies which may be prepared for the Benares 
mint. 

1812, In 1812 the Lieutenant-Governor of Java asked that a 
supply of eopper eoinage might be sent from 
Bengal to Batavia, as the want of a small 
currency was felt throughout the colony. The eoinage, it was sug- 
gested, should eonsist of 165 coins to one Dutel pound weight, and the 
device be either the figure of a buffalo or elephant, and on the roverse, 
Java and the date. 


Benares. 


Java. 


* It was probably 1810, as it refers to “ From and after the first day of 1811.” 
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In April, 1812, the Madras mint Committee recommended that, in 
eouformity with the orders of the Court of 
Madras. directors, the coinage of half and quarter pago- 
das aud of pie, two, and single fánams be discontinued, and that the 
eoinage of rupees, half, quarter, and eighth rupees be commenced; and 
that the half and quarter pagodas and five fínam picees be re-eoined 
iuto rupees as fast as possible, leaving the double and single fanams 
to remain in circulation until the fractions of the rupee were fully 
established. 

- 1818. In 1813 it was pointed out that, since the “ tirsoolee pisa” 
was originally established as the copper eur- 
reney of Benares, no measures had been adop- 
ted to renew it, and the inseription had, by process of time, beeome 
more or less indistinet, and the shroifs had reduced the value of piee 
in whieh the trisúl was defeetive by reducing it 11 per cent. in eurrent 
value for no other reason than the defectiveness of the trisúl.” 

By a Resolution dated 7th August, 1813, the Governor-General, 
anticipating great convenienee and advantage 
from the establishment of an uniform coinage 
throughout the ceded and conquered provinces, including the districts 
dependent on Delhi, resolved that the eoinage to be earried on henceforth 
at the Delhi mint be confined to new Farrukhabad rupees of the weight 
and standard of the coin issued from the Farruklhábád mint, and bearing 
the same inseription. The Governor-General also expressed his opinion 
that there eould be no objection to coining at the Delhi mint a limited 
number of rupees bearing the name and title of his present Majesty, 
Akbar Shah, these rupees being only intended to be preseuted to His 
Majesty on the auniversary of his accession for the purpose of being 
distributed as complimentary presents. 

lu 1813 a Regulation for establishing a eopper coinage in the 

Provinee of Benares was passed, among the 
Penares. elauses of whieh were the following :— 

I. A copper coin weighing 100 grains troy, and eonsisting of pure 
eopper, shall be established in the provinee of Benares (the coiu to be 
fabrieated at the Benares mint) ; 

II. The form, size, and impression of the copper eoin shall eor- 
respond with those preseribed by Seet. XH, Reg. II, 1803, for the 
Benares rupee, but the edges shall not be milled or have any mark or 
impression. 

In November, 1813, the Court of Directors expressed their opinion 
that the eoinage for the Bombay Presideney 
should be exeented in the Caleutta mint, and 


Benares. 


Ceded Provinces. 
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forwarded a number of eoins as showing their views with respect to 
manner in which the eoinage should be exeeuted. 

1816. In September, 1816, the Board of Commissioners, Farrukh- 
AENA ábád, pointed out that for somo time only a 

preg Phe small ay of silver had been pus to 
the mint by individuals for coinage, and suggested the expedieney of 
employing the establishment in the coinage of copper pice on account of 
Government. The following draft Resolution was submitted by the 
Commissioners :— 

I. That Sect. XLII, Reg. XLV, 1803, prescribing a specified 
weight for the copper pice to be struck at Farrukhabad be reseinded 

11. That such copper coin be struck at Farrukhábid, weighing 
200 grains troy for the whole, or double pice, and 100 grains troy for 
the half or single pice; 

111, That such copper eoin shall be issued from the mint at the 
rato of 32 whole aud 64 half pice for each rupee. 

ln November, 1816, the Mauritius Government wrote to the 

ay Governor General that “ this Colony is subject 
Mauritius. to eonsiderable inconvenience and difficulties, 
especially sinee the great fire, from the want of a small money for the 
ordinary daily transactions of common life. lt would, therefore, bo 
most desirable to obtain from the mint of the Supreme Government a 
coinage for the use of this land. A decimal division of the Spanish 
Dollar, which coin is here equivalent to two sikka rupees, would be 
the most convenient money for aceounts. The books of the merchants 
and traders being kept in livres, ten of which are in this Colony equal 
to the Spanish Dollar, it would be desirable that each of the silver 

coins should be marked ONE LIVRE.” 
By Regulation XXV, 1817, it was enaeted 

Bengal. that 

I. The eopper pice struck at the Calentta mint shall be of puro 
eopper, and of the weight of 100 grains troy ; 

11. The inseription shall be on one side “one pie sikka” in 
Bangáli, Persian, and Nagari, and the date on the obverse. 

III. That the piee shall be issued from the mint and publie 
treasuries at the rate of 64 to 1 sikka rupee...... , and be legal tender 
at the rate of 64 to a rupee of the local eurreney throughout the pro- 
vinees subjeet to the Presideney of Fort William. 

IV. The piee struck at the mints of Benares and Farrukhabad, 

agreeably to the provisions of Regulation 
LEU X, 1809, Reg. VII, 1814, and Reg. XX1, 1816, 
Farrukhabad, shall be also considered as eireulating equally 
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with the pice of Caleutta eoinage throughont the above-mentioned 
provinces, and shall in like manner, be received as legal tender in 
payment of the fractional parts of a rupee of the local currency at the 
rate of 64 pice for each rupee. 

By Regulation XXVI, 1817, it was enacted 
that :— 

I. Whereas it may from time to time be found expedient to coin 
rupees of the weight and standard of the Farrukhábád rupec at the mints 
of Calcutta or Benares, it has seemed advisable to rescind so much 
of section II of Reg. XLV, 1803, as tends to limit the coinage of 
Farrukhábád rupecs to the mint of Farrukhábád, and to direct that the 
following enactment be henceforth in force :— 

II. The silver coin denominated the Farrukhabéd rupee, and of 
the weight and standard prescribed by section II of Reg. IIT, 1806, 
struck at the mints of Calcutta, Farrukhábád, or Benares, or at any 
other mint established by order of the Governor Gencral in Council, 
is hereby declared to be the established and legal silver coin in the 
eeded and conquered provinces. 

In 1817 the weight of the pice struck in the Calcutta mint was 

fixed at 100 grains, and they bore the inscrip- 
tion “ one pie sikka.” 
1818. In June, 1818, the Vice-President in Council expressed his 
concurrence with the Resident at Delhi as to 
the inexpediency of maintaining the Delhi 
mint, and the Resident was accordingly dirccted to discontinue its 
operations, still causing, however, such a number of coins to be struck 
as might be necessary for the purpose of satisfying tho feelings of the 
king. 

In August, 1818, the Calcutta Mint Master submitted for the consi- 
deration of Government specimen coins of the 
weight and standard of the proposed new cur- 
roncy, and stated that, as the difference in size and weight of the new 
eoins might not be considered sufficient to enable all persons to at once 
distinguish them from the old ones, he had thought it expedicnt to 
affix such further distinctive marks as would be obvious to the most 
ordinary observer. The specimens, which were distinguished from the 
existing currency by a raised rim and perpendicular milling, were adop- 
ted as the pattern for the new coinage. 

In 1818 the Calcutta Mint Committee stated that they were not 
aware of any objection to the inscription on the rupce undergoing an 
altcration, and that it would be more consistent with the dignity of the 
British Government of India to authorise its own currencies by its own 


Farrukhabad. 


Calcutta. 


Delhi. 


General. 
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peeuliar stamp and impression; and suggested that, if any alteration 
was made, no date should be inserted, as an arbitrary batta on eoins 
of various issues would thus be obviated without having reeourse to any 
fietitious inseription. 


1819. By Regulation XI, 1819, it was 
wee Farrukhá-  onaeted that :— : 
1. The coinage of the Benares rupce shall 


be diseontinued ; 

II. The Farrukxhábád rupee shall be considered the legal eurreney 
of the provinee of Benares ; 

II. The Farrukhábád rupec shall be a legal tender in all the 
territories under the Bengal Government, wfth the exeeption of Bengal, 
Bihár, and Orissa, whether struek at the mints of Caleutta, Benares, or 
Fawukhábád, or any other mint that may be hereafter established 
within the aforesaid limits under the authority of the British Govern- 
ment ; 

IV. The Farrukhábád rupee to be struek at any of the mints 
before mentioned, shall be of the value of the present VFarrukhabad 
rupee, and of the standard of the present Caleutta rupee, viz. : 


Weight Troy grs. Bae ... 180234 
Pure silver A 600 ww» 165215 
Alloy 7 Son apo SAO 


a 

In addition to the substitution of tho new Farrukhabad rupce, the 
Mint Committce recommended the temporary establishment of mints 
at Ajmere and Sagar, to eonvert the existing 
eurrencies into the new eoin. The Sagar 
mint was at that time issuing rupees ealled “ Saugor or Balashaie.” 
The Government expressed thoir opinion that the recommendation of 
the Committee was judicious. I ean find no further referenee to the 


Ajmere mint in the records. 
1821. The Bombay eoinage eonsisted in 


Ajmere, Ságar. 


ad 1821 of the following :— Troy grs. 

Gold. Mohar 100 cee neo 180 
n Panehia (5 rupecs) ... 908 OW 
53 Rupee ase 208 soo 

Silver. Rupee don 500 LSO 
S Half Rupee T a non «= 
A Quarter ,, nen a o. 45 
a Eighth ,, Ma oo a 22 

Copper. Anna e 000 ee 400 
5) Half Anna ate ae ... 200 
5 Quarter ,, 600 886 ce lOO 


J Pice 008 bos we 3339 
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In this year the Mauritius Government, being put to incon- 
venience by the use of paper money for the 
small change of the colony, asked that the 
Calcutta mint might coin for them small tokens to the value of 100,000 
sikka rupces. The wish of the Mauritius Government was acceded to. 

1824. In 1824 an application was made by the Resident at Singa- 
pore for a supply of small coins to be struck 
at the Calcutta mint for the use of that 
settlement. In the Resident’s letter it is stated that the small money 
in circulation throughout the Malay countrics consisted of copper Dutch 
duyt and pice of Prince of Wales’ island, the brass coin of China, and of 
silver Dutch 2, 6, and 9 silver (stiver P, pieces, and the guilder or florin 
commonly called by the natives the rupee. The most universally used 
eoins were tho duyt and two stiver piece. The duyt was the real 
money of the most remote and unfrequented parts of Sumatra and 
Borneo, and the two stiver picce was the true circulating medium 
of the Celebes, the Spanish dollar being only used in foreion commer- 
eial transactions. It was suggested that the duyt and two silver piece 
should be struck with the same inscriptions, viz. the value in the 
English, Chinese, Malay and Bugies languages, and on the reverse the 
erest of the Hast India Company without the supporters, and with the 
date and motto of the Company beneath. 

By Regulation IL, 1824, it was decided that the Farmikhábid 
rupees, to be coined at the Ságar mint of 180 
grains, 165 fine and 15 alloy, should be the 
legal eurrency of Sagar and territories on the Narmadá (Nerbudda). 

A letter from the Bombay Mint Committee, dated 27th September, 
1824, refers to a communication reccived from 
the Supreme Government, desiring that im- 
mediate steps be taken for the coinage of a new rupee of the Madras 
standard, aud asking for their opinion on the measures to be adopted 
for a general reform of the currency. The Committee snggested, with 
roference to the first point, that a proclamation should be issucd, 
announcing the altcration of the standard, and declaring the new rupee 
eurrent at par with the old. They also recommended the division of 
the anna into sixteen instead of twelve pice, so that the copper currency 


Mauritius. 


Singapore. 
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Bombay. 


would consist of :— Troy grs. 
Anna 000 006 we 400 
Half Anna 000 ie ... 200 
Quarter ,, 000 bob ao 200) 
Double Pice Aud cos mo 30 


Single ,, ne ae wa 2A 
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A. draft proelamation was submitted by the Committee, announcing 
the alteration of the miut standard, the sanction of which by the 
Supreme Government is not recorded in the Reeords. 

1825. In 1825 various suggestions for a ehange of impression on 
the currency were made, and the following 
extract is from an able report by Lieutenant 
Forbes, who was superintending the construction of the new Calcutta 
mint, and who, before proceeding to England in 1820, had been in- 
structed by the Bengal Government to bring the subject of the device 
for the coin to the notice of the Court of Directors. 

“It is observed,” Licutcnant Forbes wrote, “that the impression 
chosen by the king of Oudh for his new currency shows that in 
reality no prejudice exists against the representation of animals 
on coins. The common practice of putting Coats-of-Arms on coins 
having led to the adoption of those of the Hon. Company as a device 
for some of thcir copper eoins executed in England, the propriety 
of employing them on the money to be struck for the general cir- 
eulation of India came first to be considered. From the minuteness 
of the scale to which they mnst be rednced on a eoin, it was found that 
the Royal Arms situated in the upper left quarter of the Company’s 
shield beeame undecipherable, and that, as its plain was otherwise 
blank, the total effect of the pieee was fecble and uumeaning. With 
the intention of enriching the design, two large lions (the supporters), 
and a little one (the erest), were introduced. The portion of surface oe- 
eupied by such a number of animals in the rampant and strange attitudes 
adopted in heraldry, now left so little spaee for the shicld that the 
Royal Arms, diminished to a peg, became utterly undistingnishable. 
The unanimous opinion of artists that such a deviee would appear 
inelegant aud barbarous was strikingly confirmed by the specimens 
produced on the money exccuted at Soho for transmission to Penang 
and the islands to the eastward. Although some of the dies were 
engraved by artists of eonsiderable talent, no effort of skill or ingenuity 
could prevent the little odd lion of the crest from being mistakeu for a 
monkey, nor obviate the misapprehension of eommon observers in con- 
eciving the figures used as supporters to be ill-designed eats. A praise- 
worthy attempt to eorreet such serious defects by the introduction of 
lions modelled from life brought the question of the Arms to its final 
issue. It then appeared that the animals with which heraldry is con- 
versant under the denomination of lions are not “real lions,” and that 
eorrect similitndes of the animal himself, plaeed in the splay-footed 
position, required as supporters, had a ludicrous effect. 

“I was induced to propose the simple emblem of the Company, a 


General. 
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a solitary lion, as a devise for the Indian coins. As an appropriate 
type of sovereignty, and as an emblem known and respected wherever 
British rule has been extended, I suggested that the case, dignity, and 
strength which he so nobly personified on some of the coins of ancient 
Greece would be still more consistent and charactcristic when applied 
to India. Moreover, I suggested that he might be completely localised 
by the ever-flourishing Palm, an Asiatic though ancient tasteful 
emblem of perpetuity. 

“T have to solicit the attention of the Committee to a model of 
this devise exccuted after a drawing by Flaxman.” 

It was agreed that this device was well adapted for onc face of the 
new coin, and suggested that cither the head of the King (George IV), 
or the designation of the coin within a wreath, should be placed on the 
other face. 

1826. In 1826 the Collector of Delhi expressed his opinion that a 
proposal to establish a mint for copper coinage 
at Delhi would be productive of good to the 
people, and a check to the impositions practised by the shroffs, whose 
source of livelihood consisted in the exaction of discount on the various 
current copper coins. 

1823-27. A volume of the records, 1823-27, is devoted to details 
connected with the construction of the new 
Calcutta mint. 

In a report on the regulations for the conduct of the coinage subse- 
quently to its transfer to the new Calcutta mint it is recorded that :— 

I. It was the intention of the Hon. Court that the scale of the 
new mint machinery and establishment should be such as would per- 
mancntly cnable it to supply two-thirds of the coin required for the 
circulation of India; 

II. It was their design that the remaining third should be supplied 
by similar apparatus of half the power to be sent to Bombay ; 

Ill. The new Calcutta mint would immediately or eventually 
have to perform the work of the Calcutta mint, and of the mints of 
Benares, Farrukhabad, and Sagar ; 

IV. The Hon. Court held in view that the Calcutta and Bombay 
mints would, at any period found convenient, afford the means of 
equalising the coins, and of rendering uniform the coinages of India. 

1827. Ina letter dated 28th Angust, 1827, the Mint Master of the 
“new mint,” Bombay, expressed his opinion 
that the Bombay division into rupees, quarters, 
and reas was preferable to the rupecs, annas, and pic of the other side 
of India, and that the division of the gold mohur into fifteen parts was 
decidedly superior to the Calcutta division into sixtecn. 


Delhi. 


Calcutta. 


Bombay. 


1863.] E. Thurston—History of the East India Company Coinage. 79 


1829. In 1829 it was suegested that the new Caleutta mint might 
be usefully employed iu coining spelter money, 
which would be very useful to the poorer 
classes as a substitute for eowries, and which might be called the 
quarter or páo pice. 


Spelter money. 


; The question of the re-establishment of the 
metw. Delhi mint for the eoinage of piee only was 
re-opened. 

1830. Ina letter dated 2nd February, 1830, the Caleutta Mint 
Committee was informed thatthe Governor 
General authorised the discontinuance of the 
establishment of the Benarcs mint, dnd the disposal of the machinery, 
apparatus, and other property of that mint. 

In May, 1830, a letter was submitted by the Caleutta Mint Com- 
mittee on the subject of the impression of the 
new coinage, and reiterating their opinion that 
the British Indian currencies should bear impressions characterising 
the authority by which they were issued either in the form of a head, 
emblem, or coat-of-arms. Thc Committes, in the same lettcr, express- 
ed their opinion that, until this question was settled by the Court of 
Directors, the Bombay coinage should continue to bear the same 
impression as it did at present. In a further letter, submitting speci- 
mens of two Frane pieces, the Committee stated that the French milling 
eould not be advantageously introdueed with the existing milling 
machinery, and recommending that a plain milling should be adopted. 

In August, 1830, the Calcutta Mint Committce submitted speci- 

mens of eopper piec with a request that 
eS Government would sanetion their coinage, as 
they seemed to be preferable to those in cireulation at that time. 

In December of the same year the Calcutta Mint Master suggested 
that a copper coinage might with advantage be carried out at the new 
mint for the Madras Presideney and the settlements to the castward 
(Singapore, etc.,) in which latter the demand for copper eoin was at 
that time very urgent. 


Benares. 


General. 


1831. A letter dated 11th January, 1831, 
Sagar. stated that it had been resolved to abolish the 
mint at Sagar. 

By an order dated 25th February, 1831, it was notified that “an 
alteration in the Calcutta sikka and Farrukhabad rupees was authorised 
by the Governor General in Gouneil under date 13th July last, and 
that these currencies will in future be struck at the Caleutta mint with 
a plain flat milling only.” 
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In August, 1831, the Caleutta Mint Committee submitted the 
following draft of a Regulation for legalisine 
the cireulation of the sub-divisions in the copper 
curreney authorised to be coined by Government :— 

I, That, besides the copper pice now eurrent, which shall remain 
unehanged, there shall be eoined a eopper half-anna picee, and a copper 
pie or twelfth of an anna; 

II. The copper half anna pie shall weigh twiee the weight of the 
present pice, or 200 grains troy, and shall bear on one face the legend 
“ Half anna” in Persian, and Nagári, and on the other the same in 
English and Bangali. The exchangeable value of the eoin shall be 
two for one anna, or one for two pice ; 

III. The twelfth of an anna picee on one pie shall weigh troy 
grains 33:333, and shall bear on one face the legend “ One pai” in Persian 
and Nagari, aud the same on the other in English and Bangali. The 
exchangeable value of the eoiu shall be twelve for one anna or three 
for one piee. 

IV. These coius shall be eurrent at the above rates in all the 
provinces under the Bengal Presidency. 

1833. In a letter from the Assay Master of the Calcutta mint 
(Mr. Prinsep) in April, 1833, some general 
information is given with reference to rupee 
coinage. “Tt has ever,” he says, “been the expressed desire of the 
Hon. Court of Direetors to equalise the coin of the whole of the Indian 
possessions both in weight and standard. In this they have but 
followed the laudable praetice of the Muhammadan Governments of 
India, which, while they arrogated to themselves the prerogative of 
coining, appear to have maintained with care and good faith the weight 
aud purity of the cireulating medium until the Empire was distracted 
with internal commotions, and the Viceroys of the Crown and tributary 
states assumed to themsclves the eontrol of the various mints, reserv- 
ing a mere nominal subjection to the sovereign in the legend im- 
pressed upon their eoin, 

“ The silver rupce was introduced, aecording to Abúl-fazl, by Sher 
Shah, who usurped the throne of Delhi from Humáyún in 1542. It had 
a weight of 11} máshás, which, at the rate of 153 grains per máshá, 
is equal to 174-4 grains of pure silver. This standard was adopted by 
Akbar, and aecordingly we find eoins of hig reign weighing from 170 to 
174 grains. 

“The Murshidabéd rupee was adopted for the coinage of the 
Company’s stibah of Bengal, and has aecordingly remained unchanged 
as the present sikka rupee. 


Bengal. 


Rupee coinage. 
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“The Surat rupee was also adopted as the eurreney of the Bombay 
Presidency under the troaty with the Nawab of Súrát, who retained 
the privilege of coining; but in 1800 its pure contents were found to 
have sunk to 16479 grains, when, to prevent further depreciation, the 
Government assumed charge of the mint, and the rupee was then fixed 
at the later valuation of 1647 grains pure. 

“The Delhi rupee struck at the Fathgarh mint by the Vizier 
of Oudh, in like manner, gradually diminished to 1652 grains pure, 
when, by eession of the Duáb to the English, it was there arrested, and 
by a Regulation of 1806, was assumed as the standard currency of the 
Western Provinees. It was afterwards introdueed into the Benares 
Provinees, where, (that mint having eome earlier into our possession), 
the depreciation of the rupee has not reached the same extent: pure 
eontents 169°2. 

“The Areot rupee in 1788, according to the assay tables, still 
retained 170 grains of pure silver. When adopted, however, as tho 
standard rupee of the Madras Presideney, it had fallen to 165 grains, 
and there of course it has since remained. 

“The alteration of the standard to; of alloy in 1818 did not 
affeet the proportion of pure metal, but the faeility of equalising tho 
three eoins (Bombay, Madras, Farrukhábád) had been observed both 
in England and India; and, when the Ságar mint was established in 
1825, it was ordered to eoin new Farrukhabad rupees of 180 grains 
weight, the same as the standard of Madras, or eontaining 165 grains 
pure. Tho Bombay mint was ordered to assimilate its com to the samo 
in 1829. The Bonares rupce alone eontinued to coin Farrukhabads of 
180-234 grains until its abolition in 1829; and the Calcutta mint has 
sinee coined them of the same weight, although a good opportunity 
was afforded by the promulgation of the new system in Bombay to havo 
effeeted a simultaneous reform here.” 

In the letter under notice Mr. Prinsep reeommended (and Govern- 
ment saw the expedieney of adopting the reeommendation)! that :— 

I. The weight of the Farrukhábád rupee struck at the Caleutta 
mint be 180 grains troy instead of 180234 grains; and that the weight 
of the Caleutta sikka rupee be 192 grains instead of 191°916, eorrespond- 
ing alterations being made in the half and quarter rupee. 

TI. The sikka weight (contra-distinguished to the sikka rupee) be 
equalised with the weight of the Farrukhabad rupee. 

In October, 1833, Mr. Prinsep recommended that the armorial 

bearings impressed on both the Bombay and 

Calcutta. Madras copper coins, should be immediately 


l Reg. VII, 1898. Soo Thurston, op. cit. 
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adopted at Calcutta and that on the reverse should be the value in 
English, Nágarí, and Persian, enclosed in a wreath. “The determina- 
tion of this point,” Mr. Prinsep said, “is the more urgent as it is now 
in contemptation to issue a large copper coin to replace the tirsoolee 
pice.” 

1834. In April, 1834, tho following recommendations were sub- 
mitted for the consideration of Government :— 

I. That there should be a common device 
for the coins of the three Presidencios y 

11. That this should differ on the three metals, so as to fully dis- 
tinguish them from onc another, and prevent fraud and imposition by 
gilding or silvering ; 

il. That the device should be pictorial and essentially English, 
as, among other reasons, the adoption of such a device would entitle the 
Government to claim from the Colonial Governments of the Crown 
a recognition of the coin of India as a national money entitled to cir- 
culate at its intrinsic value in all the possessions of the Crown. The 
rupee in its present form is not so considered beyond the limits of the 
Company’s authority. 

IV. That the gold mohar of Bengal should in future be equalised 
with that of Bombay and Madras ; 

V. That the coinage of the sikka rupee should þe discontinued 
from the commencement of the new Charter, so as to prevent all confu- 
sion from the two coins bcing permitted to circulate togcther. 

A specimen coin, executed by a native named Kásináth, was sub- 
mitted with the letter. The obverse bore a facsimile of the king's head 
on the English Sovercign, and the legend Gurmimus, III. D. G. 
BrITANSIARUM, Rex. F. D., and the reverse a laurel wreath with Ona 
Rurrr. 1834. in the centre, and the same in Persian, Bangali, and N agari 
on the margin. This device, with the substitution of Monor, was recom- 
mended for the gold coinage. Mr. Prinsep had already suggested that 
the copper coins should bear on the obverse the Company’s Arms, 
and on the reverse a wreath with the designation of the coins in lieu of 
the word “adil” of Bombay or “ ck falús panch kas ast” of Madras. 
The recommendations of the Committee were referred to the Court of 
Directors. 

Various designs for the new coinage by Mr. Prinseps were also 
submitted, viz :— 

I. Britannia from the English penny ; 

II. A lion from an ancient Greek coin E 

TIT. An elephant (from the Ceylon coin) ; 

IV. A ship; 
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V. A British senator, between a Hindu and Mahommedan, pre- 
senting the charter ; 

VI. An emblematieal figure of Justiee and Plenty ; 

VU. Typieal figures of Britannia and India; 

VIL. The Pipal treo (Ficus Indica) from the seal of the Royal 
Asiatie Soeiety of London, 

1835. Early in 1835 engravings were prepared of the head of the 

Goneeal king with the simplo legend WILLIAM, IMI. 

` KING, instead of tho titles in Latin, and an 

impression in pure gold of the King’s head with tho lion as the reverse 
(proposed as a double mohur) was submitted. 

In April, 1835, the Caleutta Mint Committee was informed that 
the rupce having on one side tho inseription EAST INDIA COMPANY, 
with the nominal value of the eoin in English, Persian, aud Nágarí, and 
the representation of a lotus flower and myrtlo wreath lad been approv- 
ed by the Governor General as the model for the future coinage of the 
rnpee. The Committee were requested to communicate with the 
Madras, Bombay, and Ságar mints with the view of effeeting a ehange 
in the rupee eurreney throughout British India with all eouvenient 
expedition. In a subsequent letter, however, it was resolved that ou 
the obverse of the new silver eoinage the title of the king should be 
simply WILLIAM, IMI. KING, and that on the reverso should be 
engraved the denominatiou of value in English and Persian only. 

In June, 1835, it was resolved by tho Governor General to abolish 

the Madras miut in conformity to tho orders 

Madras. of the Court of Direetors, and the Madras 

Government was desired to forward to Caleutta or Bombay suel parts 

of the mint machiuery as, if publiely sold, might be omployed in 
fabrieating eois. 

Iu September of the same year, it was resolved that the Sagar 
mint should be abolished, as it was no longer 
eonsidered necessary for supplying eoin of the 
e to the eapability of the Caleutta and 


Sagar. 


new legal eurreuey with referene 
Bombay mints for the whole eoinage of India. 
In October the Caleutta Mint Committee submitted speeimens of a 
deviee whieh they thought suitable for the 
Bengal. eopper eoinage of Bengal, 2. €., on the obverse 
the Company’s Arms as on the piee of Bombay and Madras, and on the 
reverse the denomination of the eoin iu English and Persian enelosed in 
a wreath, and the title of the Tlow'ble Company on the margin iu eorres- 
pondenee with the devieo of the new rupee. This deviec was adopted. 
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A letter from the Government, dated 25th Novembor 1835, states 
that “under the circumstances ropresented, 
from which it appears that it would lead to 
considerable further delay to prepare and executo a new device for the 
gold coin proposed to bo issued (with the namo of tho coin in English 
within a wreath instead of tho lion,) whereas the coinago of double 
mohurs can be immediately commenced if the dic cut with tho devico 
according to the design of Flaxman bo adopted, the Governor General 
has been induced to waive his objection to the representation of an 
animal upon the gold coin of India, and to approve the adoption of thig 
device.” 

The details of tho new coinago were finally laid down by Acts 
XVII and XXII 1835. 


General. 
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Greco-Roman Influence on the Civilization of Ancient India. Supple- 
mentary Note.—By Vincent Arruur Surm, M. R. A. S., Indian 
Civil Service. 

Sir Alexander Cunningham has favoured me with communications 
which enable me to make certain corrections in and additions to my 
second paper on Græco-Roman Influence on the Civilization of Ancient 
India, published in the Journal of this Socicty for 18921, 

Concerning the short record dated in the year 68, and numbercd 
IT. by M. Senart, I remarked (page 56 of my paper) :—“ It is not known 
to what object it was attached, but doubtless it was a sculpture of some 
sort.” M. Senart’s words arc (page 21 of his paper) :—““Le lieu a? 
origine de cette courte inscription ne m’ est pas connu. Il est probable 
que, comme presque tous les monuments réunis au musée de Lahore, 
elle vient du pays des Yusufzais, sur la rive gauche du fleuve de Caboul, 
de Jamalgarhi, de Takht i Bahi, ou des environs. 

Les caractéres occupent une longueur de 97 centimètres ; on pcut 
en estimer à 3 centimètres et demi la hauteur moyenne. La hanteur de 
la pierre est de 10 centimètres. Ignorant jusqu’ à sa provenance, nous 
n’ avons bien entendu aucun renseignement sur l’ objet qu’ clle accom- 
pagnait primitivement.” 

Sir A. Cunningham, in a letter dated 17th June, 1892, clears up 
all doubts as to the place from which the inscription came, and proves 


that I was mistaken in guessing that it had been directly attached to a 
sculpture of some sort. 


l See J. A, S. B. Vol, LXI, Part I for 1892, p. 50 Ed. 


